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May 19, 2021 N
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin E
B

Attention: Commissioners of PSC and Administrative Staff
4822 Madison Yards Way, 6th Floor
Madison, WI 53705

RE: KOSHKONONG SOLAR PROJECT
REGARDING DOCKET #9811-CE-100

To Whom It May Concern:

The School District of Cambridge ("District") understands the importance of exploring
renewable energy sources, including solar energy. The District does have significant
concerns, however, regarding the large Solar Project that Koshkonong Solar Energy Center
LLC plans to construct in very close proximity to the District.

More specifically, it appears that Koshkonong intends to install solar panels within a very
short distance (less than 200 feet) from the Cambridge Elementary School property. In
addition. to the extent that properties located in the District become exempt from local
property taxes as a result of the Solar Project, this will also have a significant impact on the

District.

The close proximity of the proposed Solar Project to Cambridge Elementary School is of
significant concern. The safety of the children is of the utmost importance. In this regard,
Koshkonong identified Cambridge Elementary School as a sensitive site in its Application
for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to the Wisconsin Public Service
Commission: however, it is not clear why Koshkonong is proposing to locate the Solar
Project in such close proximity to Cambridge Elementary School or whether there are
alternative locations. The District is also concerned about the long-term impact on property
development near Cambridge Elementary School. Ideally. Koshkonong should allow a
buffer of up to two (2) miles between Cambridge Elementary School and the outer edges of

the Solar Project footprint.

The District also has concerns regarding the impact of numerous properties being removed
from the tax rolls in connection with the Solar Project. As you know, the District will not
receive shared revenue utility payments from the Wisconsin Department of Revenue,
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unlike the other local governments that are impacted by the Solar Project. With various
properties becoming tax exempt, this will likely affect the distribution of the tax levy.
thereby placing a heavier burden on the local taxpayers.

In addition, there are potential long-term impacts that are difficult to quantify, such as
declining enrollment and impacts on property values and future development near the
District. This, in turn. may affect the general school aids calculation for the District.

The District is familiar with the Lost Revenue Programs established by solar farm
developers in other areas of the state for school districts. Those situations are not comparable
to this one. Given the expansiveness of the Solar Project in this case and extremely close
proximity to the District, the impact on the District is substantially greater than in other

projects.

Accordingly, at a minimum, the negative impacts on the District must be addressed through
project development and contracts with local governments, with the District involved as a

key participant.

I can be reached at (608) 423-4345 ext. 4102 or bnikolay@cambriclge.k.12.wi.us for purposes
of meeting notices and scheduling meetings with the District's Board of Education.

Sincerely,

2. Ay

Bernard Nikolay, Superintendent
School District of Cambridge

enclosure(s)

cc:  Tracy Smithback-Travis, Board President, School District of Cambridge
Joe Parisi, Dane County Executive
Senator John Jagler
Representative Barbara Dittrich
Senator Stephen L. Nass
Representative Cody Horlacher
Matt Sweeney, PSC Liaison
Governor Tony Evers
Lt. Governor Barnes
Mark Cook, Town of Christiana Chair
Mark McNally, Village of Cambridge Board President
Aidan O’Connor, Senior Analyst, Renewable Development, Invenergy LLC
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May 11, 2021

Koshkonong Solar Energy Center LLC

Attn: Aidan O’Connor, Senior Analyst, Renewable Development
c/o Invenergy LLC

One South Wacker Drive, Suite 1800

Chicago, IL 60606

Town of Christiana

Mark A. Cook, Chairman
773 Koshkonong Road
Cambridge, WI 53523

Village of Cambridge

Mark McNally, Board President
P.O. Box 99

Cambridge, WI 53523

RE: Koshkonong Solar Project
Dear Mr. O’Connor, Mr. Cook, and Mr. McNally:

The School District of Cambridge (“District”) understands the importance of exploring renewable
energy sources, including solar energy. The District does have significant concerns, however,
regarding the large Solar Project that Koshkonong Solar Energy Center LLC plans to construct in
very close proximity to the District.

More specifically, it appears that Koshkonong intends to install solar panels within a very short
distance (less than 200 feet) from the Cambridge Elementary School property. In addition, to the
extent that properties located in the District become exempt from local property taxes as a result
of the Solar Project, this will also have a significant impact on the District.

The close proximity of the proposed Solar Project to Cambridge Elementary School is of
significant concern. The safety of the children is of the utmost importance. In this regard,
Koshkonong identified Cambridge Elementary School as a sensitive site in its Application for a
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to the Wisconsin Public Service Commission;

. The School District of Cambridge prepares citizens who:
Learn from the past, Achieve in the present, and Envision the future.



however, it is not clear why Koshkonong is proposing to locate the Solar Project in such close
proximity to Cambridge Elementary School or whether there are alternative locations. The District
is also concerned about the long-term impact on property development near Cambridge
Elementary School. Ideally, Koshkonong should allow a buffer of up to two (2) miles between
Cambridge Elementary School and the outer edges of the Solar Project footprint.

The District also has concerns regarding the impact of numerous properties being removed from
the tax rolls in connection with the Solar Project. As you know, the District will not receive shared
revenue utility payments from the Wisconsin Department of Revenue, unlike the other local
governments that are impacted by the Solar Project. With various properties becoming tax exempt,
this will likely affect the distribution of the tax levy, thereby placing a heavier burden on the local

taxpayers.

In addition, there are potential long-term impacts that are difficult to quantify, such as declining

enrollment and impacts on property values and future development near the District. This, in turn,
may affect the general school aids calculation for the District.

The District is familiar with the Lost Revenue Programs established by solar farm developers in
other areas of the state for school districts. Those situations are not comparable to this one. Given
the expansiveness of the Solar Project in this case and extremely close proximity to the District,
the impact on the District is substantially greater than in other projects.

District must be addressed through project

Accordingly, at a minimum, the negative impacts on the
a key participant.

development and contracts with local governments, with the District involved as

I can be reached at (608) 423-4345 ext. 4102 or bnikolay@cambridge.k12.wi.us for purposes of
meeting notices and scheduling meetings with the District’s Board of Education.

Sincerely,

Barmad

Bernard Nikolay, Superintendent
School District of Cambridge

cc: Tracy Smithback-Travis, Board President
Joe Parisi, Dane County Executive
Senator John Jagler
Representative Barbara Dittrich
Senator Stephen L. Nass
Representative Cody Horlacher
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